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Right Reverend, 
WW E have now for theſe fourteen days paſt been imployed 


in uſing our beſt endeavors, and waited for Overtnres 

from you, for healing the breach, and removing the differen- 
ces that are amongit w ; And new there being no ground of 
hope given us ,nor any _ made unto us for comtinuing the 
Conference , — a better underſtanding might be attai- 
ned, We have thought good before our parting from 

this place,to ſend wnts youthis racloſed Paper, together with 
the Inſtrutions given in writing to theſe who were ſent from 
ws to the Conference,the Copy whereof was offered by them 18 
theſe who were ſent from your number , and left withthem; 


Both which Papers we deſire you to communicate to thoſe of © 
a -* Wis». 6 8 ts 


Jour meeting. D, FIT 
+4.., Ty loving Brethren 
($885) inthe Lord. 
Edinburgh 4'S, x | 
Fuly 1652, © ubſcribed in the name of many 
Miniſters, Elders, and Protel- 
ſors throughout the Land , who 
deſire Truth and Peace. 
Directed 
For the Revereng Brother Mc.David Dick{on, 
Profeſ] ivinity in the Colledge 
diaburgh. 
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REASONS 


VVhy the 
Miniſters , Elders and Profeſiors , 


who Proteſted againſt the Pretended Aſſemblies 
at St, eAndreWs, Dundee and Edinburgh,cannor 


agree tothe Overtures made unto them at the con= 
ference upon the 28, and 29of July 1652, 


Together with the InſtruQtions given by them to ſuch of their 
| qmumberas were ſent to the ſaid Conference, And the l etter 
direted ro Mr. David Dickson for communicating the Papers: 


Lbeire the Eſſays and Writteavours which were 
\ uſed by us , before our comming hither , for 
removing of differences and attaining of Uni- 
on and Peace, upou ſuch grounds as might 
( indeed ) bring forth a diſcovery of our and 
>» the Lands Sin , and csntribute for removing 
| the guilt thereof, and for ſecuring and pro- 
moving the Work of Reformation ma_ us, might in a great 
part have acquitted our conſciences, and cleared us before the 
world ; yct the deep ſenſe that we had of the many and great pre- 
judices which do enſue to the Work and people of GoD, by our 
coutinued Diviſions and our ardent defire of Peace and Union, 
upon the grounds forefaid ,conſtrained us to lay hold upon the 
opportunity of your meeting rogether at this rime,and tore-pre- 
ſent unto you ſome neceſſary and juſt Propoſitions, as a fit ſubje& 
of our conference ; arid that we were willing to hear what ſhould 
be offered by you to us, in order to theſe ends.; and, that there- 
fore ye would forbear to aſſume unto your ſelves the power of, or 
conſtitute your ſelves into a Generall- Aſſembly. , And when we 
W- OE found 


SR (4) 
found this in-effeAuall, and our Union rendered more hopeleſs 


- 


by your denying a delire fo jult a id reaſonable , and fo agreeable 
£6 che pratice of former Aſſemblies, as was inſtanced betore you 
by theſe who knew the Records : Nevertheleile upon a ſuruule 
of a purpoſe in you to confer with us, we did for divers daycs 
wait upon you, being de'irous to have ſeen upon your parc ſome 
ſerious applying of your fel ves to the 1e2] meaues of healing , and 
to have found 10lid (atisfaFion unto the things contaiacd in the 
P. opoſitions off-red ro you by us : Bnt in place of ths, the Bre- 
threa who were appointed by you to confer with ſome of our 
number,did intimate unto us,that all which chey had in Commiſ- 
fioa to make oftcr of , was, that ye were willing to rake off the 
Centures infl Red by the former Aſſembly at St. «Andrews and 
D #ndc-,and the Cenſurableneſs that perions,who have tranſgreſ- 
ſed againit the Acts thereof might be liable unto, Providing that 
theſe Br-th en Centured and deſerving Ceuſure, ſhould paſs from 
their Proceſt:tion againſt the former and preſcnt Alſemblies and 
Judicially before their Presbyteries and Synods,engage themlelves 
under . heir hands , not hereafter to deliver the:r judgements in 
Preaching or writing, or any way elſe to hold up, the late d fteien- 
ces : Which Overture when it was errneſtly deſired by theſe of 
our number to be given to them in writing according to the'r In- 
ſtruR.ons,not only becauſe t was divers wayes repreſented byſuch 
of your number as did confer w.th them, bur alſo that chey might 
the more perfeRly and berr=r und:rſtand rhe ſame, an1 be able to 
make an ex3& report thereof to theſe who ſent them,aod miſtakes 
thereupon might be prevented: It was moſt peremptorily refuſed, 
albeit moſt car1eſtly urged and defired during the whole time of 
the Conference : Theretore having ſet down -the ſane als truely 
and impartially as our judgemeats and memories could attain; We 
do for our own v.ndication, and ſatisfation of others give theſe 
Realons fol'owing, why we cannot accept thereof. 

I. Becanſe there iu hereby no rem+dy at all offered for the 
conrſe 0] defettimm involved in the publick reſolutions, nor for pre- 
venting the like for tim: tg come , which is the main ground 0 
difference ;, bur upon the contrary we are require | upon the mat- 
ter to retratt our Teſtimonies thereanent , and judicially to give 
Bonds and Engagements hereafier to be ſilent concerning th 
and guilt thereof, I 1. Becanſi 


J) | | tt. 

IT. Brranſe ony paſting from our Proteffation doth import @ 
real! ackhnoWledg ment of the law'ulnve'; and freedom of the tA /- 

 ſemblies in regard of their conſtitution , and of power in them to 
infltt and take «ff cemſures, «n4 /o by ons own con ent , (oth mt 
only retratt and conlemne the t: ſt: mor y Which we formerly gave 
ag-tinſt ' be ſame; But al/o obkſtruBterh the remeaiing of what © 
paſt,and the attaining 4 lawful, free General cA(ſembly for the 
time to comr,and ſo wreathes about our oWn neck, and the necks 
of the Lords people,the yok: of unfree, corrupt and unlaW/u, Aſ> 
ſemblies. : ; 

111. Becauſe the »ffer which i made, though it contains Im 
munity iu regard of theſe who have not acquicice{ unto, or eppo- 
ſed theſe Alls fur the time paſt , yet the eAtts of themſelves Uo 
nat Withſtanding thereof, ſtill ſtand in force, 4s a ground of perſe- 
cution againſt all theſe Mimiters an{ Profeſſors , who ſhal nat 
accept of the conditions contained in thu offer or thereafter fail in 
per for wance of the ſame, 

I V. Becauſe this offer ſo far from reaching [atisfattion to 
all or moſt pare of the Propoſitions off-red by ws ghat ut doth not 

give ſatisfattion to any one of chem, but pitcheth up APArtiCu- 
lar,wh ch oughy to be of leaſt conſequence with us, (4s importing 
but our perſenall ſuffering , without taking notice of rhe Lands 
defetftion, and of tho;e things which do concern the Kingdom and 
Intereſt of Jz $'1s CHRIST, and the purging of bu Hou/e,and 
what 4 ſin and provecation ſhould it be againſt the Lord, and what 
aftumbling and grief of heart «nto the godly who have concurred 
in theſe Propefitions, and afier ſuch a d:fettion, do -xpett repen- 
tance and refor mation , and the pry'oing of bu Houſe of corrupt 
Officers and Members, if We ſhouli make ſuch a tran/ation, as 
ſeems to promsſe preſent ſecurity to our ſelves, but doth not con- 
tribute for preſerving of the truth, and attaining 4 ſolide peace 
41d union in #he Lord. 

V. Ws cannot ſee how the paſſing from theſe Prepoſitions, aud 
the taking upon us ſuch engagements for the time to come 4s aye 
d: fired, ſhould not involve uazn the coniemning of our own judg- 
ments, and in the acknowledgent of « ſin and offence in makieg 
theſe Proteſtations , and bearing teſtimony againit the Public 
Reſolutions, and import that what is done by you in taking off 0 

cenſures 


ag # 7 $4 
Ix 


F389 


"” _ _cenſures andcenſurableneſs ( a4 you term it ) i an At of meer 


a. » , £3 an 
Z "I > = 


favour and grace upon your part, nnto Delingquents, upon their 
repent ance, And thoughwe bope that We (bal never be aftamed, 
but eſteem it our mercy and glory to acknowledge any thing 
whereby We have provoked the Lord, or offended others,yet being 
more and more convinced 4n our con/ciences, that what we did in 
theſe things was a neceſſary duty, dare not purchaſe immunity 
and exemption from Cenſures at ſo dear arate, as todeny the 
ſame, we ſhall rather chooſe ſtill to be ſuffer ers,and to wair upon 
the iſſme that the Lord ſhal give, then to proveck the eyes of his 
glory, grieve the ſpirits of bus People, and Wound our own Con- 
ſciences by ſo un/atisfying and ſo ſinfull a tran/attior. 

And cor.ceiving that, we ſhall not have the opportunity to ſpeak 
unto you hereafter, as being now about to diflolve ow Meeting; 
We co from.the zeal that we owe to the honour of God, and 
from the tender reſpeRt that we owe unto you as Brethren, and 
for exonering our own Conſciences, moſt earneſtly beſeech and 
obreſt you, by your appearing b-fore the Lord Jetus Chriſt, to 
give your ſelves unto Prayer, and ſearching of your own hearts 
and way, in Order to Publick Reſolitions and Actings,untill each 
of you finde out wherein ye have turned afide from rhe ſtraight 
way of the Lord, and imployed yout gifts and power not for Edi- 
fication, but for grieving the foirits of many of the Godly, and 
ſtrengthening of the hands of the wicked, and to Repent there- 
of,and to do no n ore fo, leaſt wrath be increaſed from the Lord, 
the godly of the Land more offended, and our breach made wider, 
and our wound more incurable. Tf both you and we might ob- 
tain mercy of the Lord to know our treſpaſſe, and why he con- 
rends , and to accept the puniſhment of our iniquity, and kumble 
our _ before him, who knoweth but that he might yet have 
compallion upon us, aad pyrdappur fige and heal our Land. 
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EDO ODDO ooo 
Fuly the 28. Antemerid. 1652. 


r. eAndrew Cant, Vir. Samuel Rutherford, Mr. 7 ames 
Mc: My Lord Wariſtoun, Mr. Robert Trail, Mr. John 
Nevay, Mr. Fames Naſmith , being nominated to meer and 
confer with: ſome Brethren, Members of the preſent pretended 
Aſſembly, the Inſtructions following were given them, and the 
Meeting doth rcquire and expeRt that they will walk according 
thereto. 

I. That they (hall Declare to the Brethren with whom they 
are to meet, That as they ds adhere to the Proteſtations for. 
merly and lately given in, ſo they do proteſt that they do not 
meet nor confer with them,nor receive any Papers from them 
as being in the capacity of Commiſcioners of a Generall aſ- 
| ſembly, but onely as-ſent from a meeting of Miniſters and 
Elders, wanting any ſuch Authority, 

I I. That whatever be offered by the Brethren with whom 
they do confer they deſire to get it in writing from them as 
the minde of the Meeting whereof they are Members, That 
1t being communicated tous, Anſwer may be given there. . 
unto by eur whole Meeting. 

I TI. That they do not enzaze in Conference with them at 
firſt about the matter of Cenſures, It being neither the chief 
nor only ground of our grievance, and becauſe with usthings 
of that wature, and any thing of Py concernment ought 
to be of the ſmalleſt value, while there are many things in - 
queſtion betwixt them and us of far bigher Conſequence to 
the Kingdom of Chriſt and his Intereſt.as aneat the cauſes of 
Gods controverſy with the Land, and the way of Remedy and 
cure of the former and late defeftion, and the way of preven. 
ting the like in time comming; The eſt abliſhing and prome- 
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+_--ormy the Work of Refo-mation, and the pargins of the Kirk, 


and the lil e,as ae (aia before them mm 0w1 Prop«ſnions g19ew/ 
into therr Mectin?, A nd 1hat they dy mt 'matcto the bre- 
thren fore(a14, that we.gannot look uton anoffer reiating” 
nk ly 10 the Crn{ures upoh ſore of ou” nmunber as [atis'atti- 
on to themor us, and 15:46 beſides what we brve \ard-; for 
other Rea(ons tobe commilſnicated in due time; its their M. et- 
ing. And that therefore thry (ba/ offe» to theſe Brethren, and 
deſire of c hem that af ther be any Conference at al, the ſuþ4 
je  mattiy of it may be wppn the whole Propoſitions in the or- 
d:r as they ſtand, | 

I V. That in ca{e of Their refuſing the latter part of the 
former Artic'e, they (halt require and demand (1 om the Brees 
thren of the other Meetins, That they wou'd D:clare whether 
we may ws pac that 1h ſe from mhon they we: e [ent wil either 
by the (a! rethren. or any other way grve Anſwer and $ 4+ 
tisfacFion to us ancnt the, Propoſitions, and what is their 
ſenſe end meaning of the Publick Reſolutions , an1 anem 1ht- 

Conſt tation, Acts and Proceed nzs of the Meeting at Dundce, 
and of this at Edinburgh, 4nd what they minas ro doinre- 
ference to vhe ſame. 

V. That in caſe there be not (tis fat on obtained int "eſe 
ſo juſt and neceſiary things, They do pro eſſe their own and 
our dif- (ati: fatiion with any thing tht hath been offer- 
ed by them 10 us, or anſwered to our deſires firſt or laſt. And 
that they preteſt for themſelves andus, That as we have 
ſouzht Peace and pur ſmedit by all lang and po(sible means, 
though much in vain on their part 0 we arehenceforth 
free from the guilt and blame of tre ſad pre, udices ana evil 
conſequences whatſomever, which mgy follow apon their pre« 
ſent way, and their formier andifutwe Adtings of that na- 
Iureſo cont rary and 4h "qp* 44* aification and Peace. 
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